


This year’s Off the Shelf literature festival has many excellent events, and Signposts
are providing our own strands, following some of our interests. Last year we focussed
on events with openly political angles, with laughing and raging at the Amnesty
International Poetry Slam, the moving and gorgeous Poems for Peace reading and
workshop, and the circle of sharing and talking at the green Allotments reading. We
include an A4 sheet giving full details of our events this year, but here are some of the
highlights and the thinking behind them.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY: 8 WOMEN POETS READING...

We start with a particular pleasure, a reading by 8 excellent Women Poets — see
the special Inky supplement featuring their work. Carol Ann Duffy became the first
female Poet Laureate this year, has already produced some stunning poems, and
dedicated her appointment to Women Poets everywhere. In the spirit of her generosity
in recognising that a Laureate is only one amongst many poets, we still hope to create
100 Laureates for Sheffield in the future. Do come along to this reading, which
promises to be a feast of talent and voices. And big thanks are due to Matt Clegg, who
has put together both the special Inky supplement and the reading with great care.

TEXT AND MUSIC: A SHEFFIELD SPECIALITY...?

In the last few years collaborations between writers and musicians have been an
exciting and distinctive feature of the Sheffield live literature scene. As live literature
becomes more “professionalised”, and also more aware of the theatrical nature of the
space it inhabits, writers in Sheffield have been tempted by the lure of laptop sounds,
guitar, saxophone etc.. Music changes our sense of time, and creates atmosphere and
feeling. But does it work? Isn’t the poem or story better just read with care and voice?
Probably, sometimes. But sometimes collaborations make a whole new piece, and
something completely different. Come and find out for yourself. We are putting on 2
evenings at the exciting new Riverside Cafe Bar (now home to Point Blank Theatre
Company), evenings which revisit a past collaborative piece alongside a new
collaborative piece; and big thanks to Michael Harding (aka The Only Michael) who
has carefully brought together these events.

YOUNG WRITERS AND STORYTELLERS WANTED...

Signposts help with a growing number of projects with young writers, and last year
were involved in an Open Mic at the Showroom Cafe, which attracted writers from right
across Sheffield and even from Leeds. We are always looking for new young writers




to get involved (13-25 year olds) and in Off the Shelf we are again hosting 2 events
featuring young writers, and with Open Mic spots. This year the Open Mic event will be
part of the launch of ‘18’, the special Cube (great magazine created by young
journalists) issue, which will celebrate/ reflect on the theme of being 18 , as well as Off
the Shelf's 18" birthday. We are also looking for young storytellers to have a go/ take
part on October 26" (see A4 sheet): please give us a ring if interested, or if you know
someone who might be.

WHY ARE POEMS MOSTLY SO SHORT THESE DAYS?

We are also putting on (again, big thanks to Matt Clegg) a celebration of longer
poems, surely part of the great tradition of poetry, but neglected in the world of
soundbite poetry, poem on a page poetry, and one-incident-a-poem poetry. What
happened to the interesting diversion, the epic, the narrative poem, the long ode, the
language feast? They are still there but mostly hiding somewhere in the shade. So we
are hosting a special night with readings by local poets with longer poems and by
poets who are editors of the Long Poem Magazine. Do come along and enjoy.

FINALLY, FAMILIES, AND MASKS: 2 WRITING WORKSHOPS

Our two workshops this year have interesting ways into exploring very personal
worlds. The anthology Some Girls’ Mothers (Route), featuring writers exploring
relationships around mothers and daughters, got off to a great start at its sell-out
launch in Chesterfield Library, and has been very well received. Do come along and
explore your own family relationships in a workshop with River Wolton and Anne
Caldwell. And Helen Burke will be exploring the power of masks to look at who we
are, and how we can write in different voices and guises.

So, hoping there is something here for you, and do let us know if you have other ideas
for events or workshops we might put on next year. Full details and full booking details
of all the above events are on the enclosed A4 flier or from Signposts (see back of

Inky).

Of course there are lots of other wonderful events at Off The Shelf, and for a full
programme you can contact the Off the Shelf office Tel: (0114) 273 4400, contact
them by email for a brochure: offtheshelf@sheffield.gov.uk  or visit their website:
www.offtheshelf.org.uk

Matt Black




Barnsley Writing Workshops

To start our autumn season in Barnsley, Signposts are organising two writers’
workshops in the Central Library:

Poems of Everyday Life - Finding magic in the ordin ary - Writing
workshop with Clare Shaw - Saturday, 10th October, 10.45 am — 12.45 pm

There's poetry in everything and everyone. And poetry makes things magic. In
this workshop, we'll be drawing from poetry to help us to look at everyday objects and
events from new and unusual angles. In Clare's poetry, bus shelters can talk, train
journeys are extraordinary and time runs backwards. By the end of the workshop,
you'll be talking to bus stops too.

Described by Carol Ann Duffy as “probably the best, most electrifying, new
young reader on the circuit”. Her first poetry collection, “Straight Ahead,” was
published by Bloodaxe in 2006 and attracted a Forward Prize Commendation.

Stories of Everyday Life - Writing micro-fiction - Writing workshop with
Matt Black - Saturday, 14th November, 10.45 am — 12 .45 pm

We all have our own stories — everyday new stories are born, ordinary,
strange, disturbing, funny. In this workshop we’ll be writing stories of less than 100
words — micro-fictions — pouring short episodes, or whole lives, into small jam-jars of
fiction. And you may end up writing a piece to enter into the Barnsley Microfiction
Competition (details on page 8). A fun workshop with serious content.

Matt Black writes poems and occasional fiction. His work for adults is published
in magazines such as Envoi, and his poems for children are published in Goblin In The
Fridge (Upside Down Books) and in anthologies through Macmillan, OUP, Hodder and
Stoughton and Scholastic.

The cost of each workshop is £6.00/ £3. 00, pre-booking is essential —
cheques, made payable to ‘Signposts’, should be sen  t to the Signposts address
or phone / email for more info (contact details on the back page).

Barnsley Central Writers Group

This group is starting up again after the summer break and welcomes all
writers, new or experienced. They meet every Monday between 5.15 — 6.45 pm in
Barnsley Central Library. All members will be given the opportunity to share and
discuss their writing in a fun and supportive environment.

The fee for each session is £3.00 and concessions are available. For more
information tel: Viki (01226) 722571.




Since coming to the UK Linda Lee Welch has worked as a musician, writer, community
artist and teacher. As well as being a published novelist and prize-winning poet, she
lectures in Creative Writing at Sheffield Hallam University, as well as running Creative
Writing groups elsewhere in Sheffield and poetry and music residencies in schools.
Following on from Linda’s interview with Rob Hindle in the last Inky, Rob now turns the
table and interviews Linda.

RH: You are a poet, a novelist and a musician. What ke  eps each of
these plates spinning?

LL: Not through planning! Things emerge. Interestingly, both The Leader
of the Swans and The Atrtist of Eikando came out of poetry — a long poem about a
trip to Texas, and family, and connection, in the case of the former; lots of poems
while 1 was in Japan as a visiting lecturer for the latter.

RH: You were born in the US, have settled in the UK . Your most
recent novel, The Artist of Eikando, travels betwee  n past and present, Japan
and Texas. Can you describe the influence of past places in your work?

LL: Absolutely vital. I've been displaced all my life: my father was in the
US Air Force and we moved around. Texas (where my mother’s family came
from) was the closest thing to home, though it wasn't really home. | lived for 7
years in Alaska, a primitive place, a place of extremes: beautiful but dangerous.
All this is fundamental.

RH: Each section of the novel is preceded by a Basho ha  iku. What is
the significance of these short, intense lyrics for the novel?

LL: Junko, the protagonist, is seeking understanding — she wants to boil
things down, just as Basho is able to condense so much into these tiny poems.
But life isn’'t so simple — just as in the haiku there is also a sense of loss, or lack.

RH: You work in different media, but the boundaries bet ween each
form seem quite fluid — your recent Flossie Paper D oll is a collaboration with
other artists, a poetry sequence set against live m  usical performance,
recordings and electronica. How did this project d evelop?

LL: This is the third collaboration I've worked on. The last one, Beyond
Childhood, I did with my band, Sneaky Peek. We're performing it again in Off the
Shelf this year. Flossie Paper Doll develops the format. I'm interested in mixing
media, in coming at things from different angles. I'd like to try incorporating
visuals, too.




RH: What with your writing, live performance and wo rk at Sheffield
Hallam University, you must have a pretty good sens e of the ‘scene’ here.
What do you make of it?

LL: I'm not sure | do have a real sense of a ‘scene’. There have been
great initiatives — at Bukowski’s, for example, and people — like Matt Black —
whose selflessness and commitment have brought people together in creative and
vibrant ways; but Sheffield hasn’t had an arts centre in all the time I've been here.
Bank Street could be the place; and the Riverside might become an important
venue. | hope so.

RH: A la Desert Island Discs, if | said you couldt  ake one book of
poetry, one novel and one record, what would they b ~ e?

LL: I'd have to choose a big fat anthology of poetry. Thunder Mutters,
edited by Alice Oswald. Novel — Salinger’'s Franny and Zooey. Record - A
Feather on the Breath of God, by Hildegarde of Bingen.

RH: Have you got stuff in the pipeline?

LL: I'm working on a 4th novel (the third is in my agent’s drawer!). I'm also
writing a movie. It's about a girl from Seattle who hitches to Alaska where an oll
pipeline is being built. It's a coming-of-age book, really — but about protest, too,
and the rape of the land.

RH: Your website says you owned five acres of land in Alaska.
Would you like to go back there one day?

Not to live, certainly. When | came to Europe, at 26, | walked round
London with my jaw dropped. | knew nothing about the world. A lot of Americans
are like that, unfortunately. If my film got made, though, that would take me back
there.

Interview by Rob Hindle
Thanks to Linda Lee Welch

Novels:
The Leader of the Swans (Virago, 2003)
The Artist of Eikando (Virago, 2004)

For more information on Linda Lee’s work visit her website at;
www.lindaleewelch.co.uk




OPEN YOUR EYES — Saturday 17 ™ October 2.00 pm — 4.00 pm Sheffield Royal
Society for the blind present their Blind and Partially Blind creative writing group who
will perform poetry, stories, music and recitation. Admission free, no need to book. The
group is always open to new members and meets every Friday at 5 Mappin Street
between 11am - 1pm. More info: (0114) 272 2757.

OPEN MIC BY THE RIVERSIDE - As part of the Sheffield Mental Health Week —
4™ — 10™ October, there will be an Open Mic poetry reading session from 7.00 to 8.00
pm on Thursday the 8" October at The Riverside on Mowbray Street. It will be part of
an evening shared with the Point Blank Theatre Company who recently won a Pick of
the Fringe award in Edinburgh. There will be a buffet meal and hopefully lots of good

company. For more information please contact: kathcripps@blueyonder.co.uk

NEW CREATIVE WRITING CLASSES - start on Thursday 24" September
Beginners/intermediate: 1-3pm (Sheffield S11)

Intermediate/advanced: 10am-12 noon (Sheffield S11)

Cost: £95 per term (£75 concs) Try for 2 weeks before you pay!

1-day class Sat 3" Oct 10am-4pm (Sheffield S1) Cost: £35 (£25 concs)

More details call Susan - Tel: 07855 034962 email: susanelliotwright@hotmail.com

LOCAL GHOST HUNTERS WANT YOUR STORIES - Mike Kazybrid

and Andrew Wooding - both based in Sheffield - have been in the comics business for
more than 30 years and between them they've written about and drawn many well
known and familiar characters.

Recently, they've started ghost-hunting in their spare time at purported
haunted spots in Sheffield. In their own unique style they are writing and drawing about
their experiences on a blog called 'Two Men and a Ghost'.

They hope you have fun reading the blog, but they also welcome your tip-offs
and comments. Do you have a ghost story of your own you want to leave on the blog?
The more creatively written the better. Or any tip-offs of places they can visit? They
would love to hear from you at: twomenandaghost.blogspot.com

CREATIVE WRITING CLASSES FOR 7 -12 YEAR OLDS — are being run by
local children’s author Diana Stimely and, as part of the class, every child will have the
opportunity to record their work onto a CD as well as hear it broadcast via Diana’s
website: www.grannytime.co.uk  Charge is £6.00 per 2 hour session.

For more details please contact Diana: Tel: (0114) 2556179 / Mob: 07786635895,
Email: diana@grannytime.co.uk or visit the website and follow the links.
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Wanted: Stories with less than 100 words

MICRO-FICTION COMPETITION

Guidelines: Stories should be 100 words or less, and should not have been previously
published.No restriction on genre, surprise us! Make every word essential to the story.

15 prize: £50 book token  2"% Prize: £30 book token 3" Prize: £20 book token
FREE ENTRY // Closing date for entries: November 18™ 2009

Prize-giving and winning entries to be read, atal ive performance in Barnsley,
later in the year. Winning entries published inth e Inky Writers Newsletter.

Send entries to the Signposts address on the back page of this newsletter. Please
write on the BACK of your entry: your name, address, telephone number and email
address (and also let us know if you'd like to receive our free Inky Writers Newsletter).
Winners will be notified by November 27",

THE ROTHERHAM ONE ACT PLAY COMPETITION - will be launching in
Rotherham at the "Mike Haywood" prize-giving night on the 16th October at
Rotherham Arts Centre Studio, 7.30 pm. The competition, which is now in its 32™ year,
is open to all aspiring playwrights who are resident, working or studying within 30 miles
of Rotherham. There’s a 1st prize of £125.00 and two runner up prizes of £75.00
together with the chance of seeing the winning entry performed. Details from: Graham
Rippon,19 Godric Drive, Brinsworth, Rotherham,S60 5AN or visit the web site:
www.carillonmag.org.uk

THE POETRY BUSINESS BOOK & PAMPHLET COMPETION 2009/ 10

The competition was established in 1986 and is now recognised as an important
event in the poetry calendar, this year’s judge is Andrew Motion FRSL, former poet
laureate and Professor of Creative Writing at Royal Holloway, University of London.

Entrants are invited to submit a short collection of poems (up to 24 pages). Four
of these are selected as first stage winners, and the poets offered pamphlet publication
and a share of £1,000. Winners may then submit a longer manuscript for the overall
prize of book publication.

The postal entry fee is £20 (for Friends of the Poetry Business and subscribers
to The North magazine) and £25 full price. A £1 surcharge is applied to entries
submitted online via The Poetry Business website and the deadline is last posting on
29 November 2009.For full details and conditions of entry and an entry form, go to
www.poetrybusiness.co.uk  or email office@poetrybusiness.co.uk




Doncaster Writers’ Group has been meeting regularly in the Central Library,
Waterdale since September 2008, and we are always open to new writers. The
majority of members write fiction, but the group also includes several poets and non-
fiction writers. We have talented members at different stages of their writing careers,
from beginner writers to published authors. A number are looking for publishers for
novels, and there have been successes with shorter works over the year. One
member was placed in a national newspaper’s short-short-story competition and
another was runner-up in a competition run by the Romantic Novelists’ Association.

Meetings run from 10.30 to 12.30 on the first and third Saturdays of the
month, and a typical meeting includes members sharing news and successes, then
reading out work and receiving helpful comments from the group. A short coffee
break allows time for chat, and then it's back to reading and critiquing. Over the
course of a term, the group also aims to have one or two invited speakers, usually
published writers providing advice and inspiration for those of us looking to follow in
their footsteps.

Visitors have included Imogen Howson, author of young adult fantasy
romance, who introduced the group to electronic publishing as well as talking about
writing and getting published, and historical novelist Catherine King, whose novels are
set in the South Yorkshire area and include many familiar settings. Catherine shared
stories of her writing career as well as giving many helpful tips, not least that writers
should get to know themselves and be true to their own interests in their writing.

The year drew to a close with a Writers’ Day in August, which included a
poetry workshop with Sheffield poet Matt Black, and a fiction workshop based on
Christopher Vogler’s book ‘The Writer's Journey’, led by Stephanie Cage, who also
chairs the Writers’ Group meetings. It was exciting to see some new faces, with
visitors from as far afield as York and Swindon. Writers’ Group member Sheila North
commented that, “Matt did a good job of breaking the ice and getting people talking
and writing” and that “everyone was busy scribbling away.” Many members read out
work that they'd produced on the day, while others took theirs away to polish further.
We hope to share electronically some of the poetry and stories produced, and indeed
several members of the group already swap work informally by email between
meetings.

We're looking forward to starting up again in September, and have some new
ideas for the new academic year, including two exciting guest speakers, so if you're in
the Doncaster area and love to write, do come along and meet us, or call Stephanie
on 01302 352 947, or Sheila on 01302 819 568 for more information. Meeting dates
for the autumn term are 5 and 19 September; 3 and 17 October; 7 and 21 November
and 5 December, and we hope to end the term with a special Christmas event, so
watch this space! Thanks to Stephanie Cage




SHOW OF SECURITY IN BARNSLEY / SPECIAL OFFER

Barnsley Civic is staging the sensational show ‘Security ‘ by award
winning performer Zena Edwards and, as a special offer to all Inky readers, they are
offering a ‘buy one ticket bring a friend for free ’

Zena's comical and moving tale of unexpected friendship confronts the
issue of security and identity through a fusion of performance poetry, theatre,
movement and song. What happens when one generation collides with another and
cultural expectations clash? Does the flash of a blade in broad daylight mean the end
or beginning of Security?

Fusing jazzy Hip-Hop grooves heavily influenced by her World music
collaborations with South African musician Pops Mohamed, as a performer and writer,
Zena Edwards takes storytelling into the twenty-first century.

The special Inky offer is available for all ticket types and they cost just £9.00 /
£7.00 concessions. Just contact the box office Tel: 0845 1800 363 to buy your
tickets, don't forget to mention the Inky.

THERE’'S AN ANTHOLOGY LAUNCH PARTY NEAR YOU - many
writing groups are joining forces with the Off the Shelf Festival in Sheffield and taking
the opportunity to share their collections - the events are free and refreshments are
usually provided. Some of the groups involved are listed here but there are even more
detailed in the Off the Shelf brochure.

The second anthology from the Lowedges Writers Group in Sheffield will be
launched on Thursday 29" October, from 2.00-4.00 pm, at Greenhill Library. Earlier in
the month, on the 15™ the Broomspring Writers  launch their collection at 7.00 pm at
the Quaker Meeting House, quickly followed by the Broomhall Writers on the
following day (16th October) at the Broomhall Centre, Broomspring Lane at 5.30 pm.

PLUS....ANEW BOOK OF POEMS FROM MATT BLACK: SWIMMER

Matt Black has a new collection for adults - Swimmer, which contains poems
from the last 10 years, including 2 sequences, “Careless” and “Granny Power and
Cocoa”, plus illustrations, photos, a CD of “Careless” (with Adam White on guitar),
out-takes and other extras. Poems on all subjects, full of surprises, mood changes
and entertainment — serious, sharp, affectionate, irritated and funny.
“absolutely loved them... has that ability to take me out of the shallows... from
Grandma sipping sherry, to a day at the Hugging School, from doing Snowdon by
numbers to steaming open a letter from Terror to Confusion - it's a treat. No matter
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Doncaster Minster presents
Four Quartets

A celebration of T S Eliot's Four Quartets which will include an exhibition of
meditative plates by the artist John Allcock, readings of the poem by Susan Bedford,
and a lecture by the vicar Canon Christopher Smith.

The Minster will be open from 10.30 - 3.30 from Friday 9th October to Monday
19th October to view the paintings. The readings of the poems are on 12th, 13th, 15th
and 17th October at 7.00pm. The lecture by Canon Christopher Smith is on
Wednesday 14th October at 7.00pm. Admission is free, and there will be drinks and
nibbles available.

The author Kenneth Kramer, in his exploration of Four Quartets, says 'The power
of Four Quartets is its ability to create a dynamic interaction between the poem and
the reader that promotes a genuine connection with the natural world, with others and
with the Divine.'

THE POETRY FIRESIDE HOUR - is attracting customers to one of
Barnsley’s oldest established country pubs ‘THE MONKEY’ (formerly the Eastfield
Inn), Hollingmoor Lane, Thurgoland. Local poets and lovers of the word are being
encouraged to gather on the last Wednesday of every month around the pub fireside
and read their own poems or a favourite rhyme, song, lyric or monologue.

The emphasis is on providing a casual and comfortable environment in the cosy
sofas around the welcoming fire rather than on performance. The evenings will be
hosted by local celebrity and published poet Granville Danny Clarke, known through
his career with the Foggy Dew-O, who will introduce and finish the evenings which
commence at 9.00pm.

The sessions are free and anyone wanting to listen or perform should be at the
Monkey for 8.45pm. For more info call Anthony Youel Tel: (0114)-2883594.

THE STICKY BUN WRITERS in Sheffield have just finalised their autumn
programme and if you would like the details of their monthly meets then just contact
Jenny King — Tel: (0114) 2366225 or email: ednjenny.king@btinternet.com.

Here’s an outline of what's coming up in the next few months:

October 6 ™ The Saga Bird & Twirly Bird - an off-beat performance with John
Turner and his partner er..The Twirly Bird!

November 3 ": Elizabeth Sandie — author of Acts of Resistance: the Poetry of
U.A.Fanthorpe - will talk about the poet, an illuminating talk by someone who knew
the poet.

December 1% Poetry Book Swap & Open Mic’ session.




Tutoring Poetry Workshops: a course for practising poets

Workshop tutoring can be an important source of income and enjoyment for writers -
but where do newly established poets learn the skills to teach them? This unique
residential course offers a structured and direct way to build the ideas, techniques and
confidence necessary to run successful poetry workshops. It will cover essential topics
such as planning content, devising writing exercises, giving feedback and managing
groups, as well as marketing yourself as a tutor to festivals and other literature
organizations. Based at the Arvon Foundation’s Yorkshire home at Lumb Bank from
19™ — 24rd October. The course will be tutored by Jean Sprackland and Greta
Stoddart and the fee will be £495 /£445.

For more info email: programme@poetryschool.com

The Inky is run by Signposts Writing Development Pr oject

We also run regular Writers Resource Centres which are friendly drop-in centres where you
can obtain information on all aspects of creative writing. We have information on writing groups,
courses, events, publications, or anything to do with writing. You may be a full-time writer, part-
time, occasional or just interested in the idea of trying some writing for fun. We can help, advise
and point you in the right direction, there’s no need to book, and it's free!

Here are the venues, dates and times:

Sheffield: Central Lending Library, Surrey Street. Every Wednesday evening, 5.15 — 7.30.
Barnsley: Central Lending Library, Shambles Street. 2" Saturday every month, 11.00 — 1.00.

Rotherham: Central Lending Library, Walker Place. 3" Saturday of every other month, 10.30 —
12.30. Bi-monthly — January, March, May, July, September and November.

Doncaster: The dates and venues for these vary and often coincide with an open mic session
or some other event — to find out what we are organising in the near future call Geoff at the
Signposts office on (0114) 2536722, if there’s no answer just leave a message on the answer
machine and we’ll get back to you.

Signposts is funded by Arts Co  uncil England

For more information please contact
Geoff Briggs: Tel (0114) 2536722
Email:
info@signpostssouthyorks.org.uk

. . . Web: www.signpostsonline.org
To receive the free Inky Writers Newsletter just The Inky, Signposts,

send your name and address to here ——————————®| 31 £150r. The Circle
and we’ll do the rest — four copies a year, free of 33 Rockingham Lane,
charge, full of ideas and information. Sheffield, S1 4FW




